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A brief overview

The purpose of survivors' pensions is to protect surviving dependants
(spouse, children) against financial hardship in the event of the death of a
spouse or parent. There are three types of survivors’ pensions:

e widows' pensions
e widowers' pensions
e orphans’ pensions

Your entitlement to a survivor’s pension depends on the deceased having
a contribution record of at least one full year.

One full year of contributions will be credited if
e the deceased paid contributions for one year in total, or

e the deceased was insured and his or her spouse paid twice the
minimum contribution for at least one year, or

e the deceased qualifies for parental or care credits.

Widows’ pensions

As a married woman, when will | be entitled to a
widow’s pension?

If you are married and your husband or your wife has died, you will be
entitled to a widow's pension under the following circumstances:

e at the time of your spouse’s death you have one or more children (of
any age). Children of the deceased spouse living in the same house-
hold who are entitled to an orphan’s pension as a result of the spouse’s
death also count as children. The same applies to foster children previ-
ously cared for by you and your spouse, and adopted by you following
the death of your spouse. The wife of the mother is also deemed to be
a widowed parent if she was married to the mother at the time of the
child’s birth and the child was conceived in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Reproductive Medicine Act and a parent-child relationship
therefore exists (Art. 255a, para. 1 CC); or

e you are 45 or older when your spouse dies and you had been married
for at least five years. Your years of marriage will be added together if
you have been married several times. If a same-sex marriage was esta-
blished by converting an existing registered partnership, the duration
of the registered partnership is added to the years of marriage.



As a divorced wife, when will | be entitled to a
widow’s pension?

If you are divorced and your ex-husband or ex-wife has died, you will be
entitled to a widow's pension if

e you have children and your dissolved marriage lasted for at least ten
years, or

e you were over 45 at the time of your divorce and your dissolved mar-
riage lasted for at least ten years, or

e your youngest child turns 18 after you reach the age of 45.

If you do not meet any of these requirements, your entitlement to a wi-
dow’s pension ends when your youngest child turns 18.

The wife of the mother is also deemed to be a widowed parent if she was
married to the mother at the time of the child’s birth and the child was
conceived in accordance with the provisions of the Reproductive Medicine
Act and a parent-child relationship therefore exists (Art. 255a para. 1 CQ).

If the terminated same-sex marriage was established by converting an exis-
ting registered partnership, the duration of the registered partnership is
added to the years of marriage.

Widowers’ pensions

As a husband/registered partner, when will | be entitled
to a widower’s pension?

If you are married or divorced and your wife or husband dies, you will
receive a widower’s pension provided that at the time of your spouse’s
death, you have one or more children (of any age). Children of the decea-
sed spouse living in the same household who are entitled to an orphan’s
pension as a result of the spouse’s death also count as children. The same
applies to foster children previously cared for by you and your spouse, and
adopted by you following the death of spouse.

If a partner in a registered partnership dies, the surviving partner will be
treated in the same way as a widower.



On 11 October 2022, the Grand Chamber of the European Court of Hu-
man Rights (ECHR) upheld a complaint alleging that the rules on entitle-
ment to a Swiss survivor’s pension contravened the European Convention
on Human Rights because they discriminate against widowers who, unlike
widows, are no longer entitled to a survivor’s pension once their youngest
child turns 18.

Switzerland must comply with the final ECHR judgement of 11 October
2022 and rectify the situation. This will require amendments to the existing
legislation. Given that the legislative procedure that such changes entail
can take a long time, this will not happen immediately. In the interim,
a transitional arrangement for widowers with children, which came into
force on 11 October 2022, will apply. Under this arrangement, widowers
can continue to claim a survivor’s pension even after their youngest child
has turned 18.

The ruling of the ECHR does not apply to widowers with no children. They
therefore remain ineligible for a Swiss widower’s pension.

As a divorced husband, when will | be entitled to a
widower’s pension?

On 16 December 2024, the Swiss Federal Supreme Court ruled that di-
vorced men with children will now be entitled to a widower’s pension in
perpetuity. The ruling does not apply retroactively. Furthermore, it applies
exclusively to divorced men with children who were already claiming a wi-
dower’s pension on the 16 December 2024 or become eligible for a wido-
wer'’s pension after that date.

Divorced widowers without children are still not entitled to a widower’s
pension.

Orphans’ pensions

When do children receive an orphan’s pension?
Children receive an OASI orphan’s pension if one of their parents dies.

If the mother was married to a woman at the time of birth and the child
was conceived in accordance with the provisions of the Reproductive Me-
dicine Act (Art. 255a para. 1 CC), the mother’s wife is considered the other
parent. In these cases, the child is also entitled to an orphan’s pension on
the death of the mother’s wife.



If both parents die, the child will be entitled to two orphan’s pensions: on
for each deceased parent. Entitlement to an orphan’s pension ceases once
the child turns 18, or once the child has completed his or her education
or training. In any event, entitlement will not continue beyond the child’s
25" birthday. Special rules apply to foster children. Children whose annual
gross earnings while in education/training are more than 30 240 Swiss
francs are not entitled to an orphan'’s pension.

Beginning and end of entitlement

When does entitlement to a survivor’s pension start?

Entitlement to a survivor’s pension starts on the first day of the month
following the death of the (divorced) spouse or parent.

When does entitlement to a survivor’s pension end?

Entitlement to a survivor’s pension ends at the end of the month in which
the preconditions for entitlement cease to apply. Entitlement to a widow's
or widower’s pension ceases on remarriage. However, orphans’ pensions
continue to be paid.

Concurrent benefits

Which pension is paid?

If you simultaneously fulfil the conditions for both a survivor’s pension and
an old-age or disability pension, only the higher pension will be paid.

Applying to draw a survivor’s pension

How do I claim a survivor’s pension?

You must register your entitlement to a survivor's pension with the com-
pensation office to which the deceased most recently paid OASI contribu-
tions. You can obtain and submit the application form 378.371 — Survivors’
pension application from the compensation offices and their branches or
online at www.ahv-iv.ch.

If your contribution record includes periods of insurance cover in Switzer-
land and in one or more EU or EFTA countries, a single application for
benefits in your country of residence will trigger the application procedure
in all the countries involved.


http://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/318.371.e
http://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/318.371.e
http://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/318.371.e

If the deceased person has not paid any OASI contributions, you will need
to register your entitlement to a survivor’s pension with the cantonal com-
pensation office or one of its local branches.

If you are not resident in Switzerland, please consult the page entitled
«Request for a survivor's pension» on the Swiss Compensation Office SCO
website: www.zas.admin.ch

Calculating survivors’ pensions

How are survivors’ pensions calculated?

The factors involved in calculating survivors’ pensions are the deceased’s:
e qualifying years of contributions,

e income from gainful employment and

e parental credits and care credits.

When calculating the contribution record for a widower’s pension and an
orphan’s pension following the death of the (former) wife or the mother,
the surviving (former) spouse will be credited for the years of marriage
prior to 31 December 1996 during which the deceased was insured, but
did not pay any contributions.

Under what circumstances will | receive a full pension?

You will receive a full pension (pension scale 44) if the deceased paid con-
tributions continuously from 1¢t January of the year after they reached
20 years of age until their death.

Under what circumstances will | receive a
partial pension?

You will receive a partial pension (pension scale 1-43) if the deceased has
an incomplete contribution record. This partial pension is calculated accor-
ding to the ratio of the deceased’s actual years of contributions to the full
contribution period.

When are credits applied for youth years?

Youth years are contribution periods between the ages of 18 and 20. Any
contributions paid by the deceased before the age of 20 can be used to fill
subsequent gaps in their contribution record.


https://www.zas.admin.ch/zas/en/home/particuliers/demander-une-rente-de-survivant.html

Are the contribution periods | acquired after the

reference age counted in the pension calculation?
If your contribution record is incomplete when you reach the reference
age, you can, under certain conditions, fill these gaps with the contribu-
tions you have paid and contribution periods you have acquired since rea-
ching the reference age. This can lead to a higher OASI old-age pension.
When you die, your old-age pension is replaced by a survivor’'s pension.
The individuals who are entitled to claim the survivor’s pension can apply
for a recalculation of the pension provided you had not already done so
prior to your death.

For more information, see the leaflet 3.08 — Recalculation of the old-age
pension after the reference age.

What does a person’s average annual income consist of?

A person’s average annual income consists of
® average earnings,

e average parenting credits, and

® average care credits.

Average earnings

How are a person’s average earnings calculated?

Survivors’ pensions are calculated on the basis of the deceased’s earnings.

To calculate a person’s average earnings, all earnings up to 31 December
of the year preceding the entitlement to a pension are added together.
Income earned during a person'’s youth will only be taken into account if
the person needs to fill subsequent gaps in his or her contribution record.

Each person’s earnings are recorded in his or her “individual account” (IA).

Is a person’s total income adjusted to changes in
salaries and prices?

Earnings may date from years when salary levels were lower. A person'’s
total income is therefore enhanced in line with the average salary and price
trends. The total income enhanced in this way is divided by the number of
years and months which can be credited. The result is the person’s average
earnings.


https://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/3.08.e
https://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/3.08.e

What is the career supplement?

If the deceased dies before reaching the age of 45, his or her average
earnings will be increased by an age-dependent percentage supplement
(career supplement).

In the event of death Percentage

after before
age age

23 100
23 24 90
24 25 80
25 26 70
26 27 60
27 28 50
28 30 40
30 32 30
32 35 20
35 39 10
39 45 5

Average parenting credits and care credits

What are parenting credits?

The deceased may be awarded parenting credits for the years when when
they were insured with the OASI scheme and had children under the age
of 16. The level of the parenting credit corresponds to three times the
minimum annual pension. In the case of married couples, the credit is
divided equally between the two spouses during the calendar years of
their marriage. However, these credits are only split between the parents
if they were awarded between 1% January following the 20™ birthday and
31 December preceding the date on which the first spouse reaches the
reference age. The average amount of parenting credits is calculated by di-
viding the total amount credited by the total duration of the contributions.

In the case of divorced parents and parents who are not married to each
other, but who exercise joint parental responsibility, depending on a
ruling by the court, or a decision by the child and adult protection autho-
rity (KESB), or by prior agreement between the parents, either the whole
parenting credit will be awarded to one parent or half will be awarded to
each parent, depending on the care given.



For further information, we refer you to leaflet 7.07 — Erziehungsqutschrif-
ten (Parenting credits).

What are care credits?

The deceased may be awarded care credits for years spent looking after
relatives requiring care who lived within easy reach of them and were en-
titled to a helplessness allowance provided that they were insured with
the OASI scheme during that period. Cohabiting partners who have sha-
red a household for at least five years are treated the same as relatives.
There is no entitlement to care credits for years in which parenting credits
can be awarded. The level of the care credit corresponds to three times
the minimum annual pension. In the case of married couples, the credit
is divided equally between the two spouses during the calendar years of
their marriage. However, these credits are only split between the parents
if they were awarded between 1¢ January following the 20" birthday and
31 December preceding the date on which the first spouse reaches the
reference age. The average amount of care credits is calculated by dividing
the total amount credited by the total duration of the contributions.

The application for the counting of care credits for the previous year must
be submitted annually to the compensation office in the canton where the
care recipient lives (Form 378.270 — Anmeldung fir die Anrechnung von
Betreuungsgutschriften (application for the counting of care credits ))

For further information, we refer you to leaflet 7.03 — Betreuungsgutschrit-
ten (Care credits).

Pension rates

What are the current pension rates?

For those with full contribution records, the amount of the ordinary full
pension is as follows, depending on their average income:

Minimum Maximum

CHF/month CHF/month
Widow's or widower’s pension 1008.—- 2016.—
Orphan’s pension 504.—- 1008.—

If two orphan’s pensions or one orphan’s pension and one child’s pension
are paid for the same child, the two pensions combined must not exceed
1 512 francs, which corresponds to 60 % of the maximum old-age pension.


https://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/1.07.d
https://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/1.07.d
http://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/318.270.d
http://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/318.270.d
https://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/1.03.d
https://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/1.03.d

Supplementary benefits

When am | entitled to supplementary benefits?

If you are a widow, a widower or an orphan and are living in modest
financial circumstances, you will, under certain conditions, be entitled to
supplementary benefits. For more information on this subject, we refer
you to leaflets 5.07 — Ergdnzungsleistungen zur AHV und 1V (OASO and DI
supplementary benefits) and 5.02 — Ihr Recht auf Ergdnzungsleistungen zur
AHV und IV (Entitlement to OASI and DI supplementary benefits).

If you are not resident in Switzerland, you are not entitled to supplemen-
tary benefits.


https://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/5.01.d
https://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/5.01.d
https://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/5.02.d
https://www.ahv-iv.ch/p/5.02.d

Sample calculation

Death of the husband or father

A man born in June 1976 dies in March 2026. He is survived by his wife and
two children born in 2008 and 2009. This means that 17 years of paren-
tal credits can be awarded. From April 2026 a widow's pension and two
orphan’s pensions will be paid. As the deceased paid OASI contributions
without interruption from 1997 until his death, his survivors are awarded
full pensions (pension scale 44).

The average earnings are determined on the basis of the

individual accounts and are calculated as follows:

Total income from 29 contribution years from

1997 up to and including 2025 CHF 1600 000.—
This total income is divided by the relevant contribu-

tion period (29 years) to obtain the average earnings

which amount to CHF 55172

The average for the parental credits is calculated as follows:

Number of years x triple annual minimum pension
divided by the contribution period divided by two
17 x 45 360 francs + 29 years = 2 CHF 13 295.—

The average annual income and the pensions are calculated as
follows:

Average earnings CHF 55 172.—
Average parental credits CHF 13 295.—
Average annual income

(rounded up to table value, Scale 44: Full monthly

pensions’, in the Appendix) of CHF 69 552.—
As the table in the Appendix shows, the resulting

pension amounts are as follows:

Widow's pension CHF 1790.—
Two orphans’ pensions, each amounting to CHF 895.—
Appendix

e Table of full pensions (scale 44)
e Table of revaluation factors



OASI/DI pensions from 1t January 2025

Scale 44: Full monthly pensions Amounts in francs
Old-age and | Old-age and Survivors’ pensions and benefits for dependants
disability disability

Relevant average
annual income

Orphans’
pension

pension pension for Widows/ Supple- Orphans’ and
widows/ widowers | mentary child pension
widowers pension

16632 1293 1551 1034 388 517 776
o100 3% 530 795
19 656 1358 1630 1087 407 543 815
oim3 417 556 8%
22 680 1424 1709 1139 427 570 854
o 1165 437 583 874
25704 1489 1787 1191 447 596 894
© 1218 457 609 913
28728 1555 1866 1244 466 622 933
o 1270 476 €5 953
31752 1620 1944 1296 486 648 972
C o132 4% e6l 992
34776 1686 2023 1349 506 674 1011
o 1375 516 687
37 800 1751 2102 1401 525 701 1051
o5 714
40824 1817 2180 1454 545 727 1090
o 1480 555 740
43 848 1882 2259 1506 565 753 1129
o152 575 766
46872 1935 2322 1548 581 774 1161
. 1se4  ss7 782
49 896 1976 2371 1580 593 790 1185
Co1s97 0 s%9 798
52920 2016 2419 1613 605 806 1210
C o169 el 814
55944 2056 2468 1645 617 823 1234
o olesl 623 831
58 968 2007 2516 1677 629 839 1258
© 1693 635 847
61992 2137 2520 1710 641 855 1282
. 1726 647 863
65016 2177 2520 1742 653 871 1306
o 1758 659 819
68 040 2218 2520 1774 665 887 1331
S o170 611 895
71064 2258 2520 1806 677 903 1355
o182 683 91l
74088 2298 2520 1839 689 919 1379
o185 6% 927
77 112 2339 2520 1871 702 935 1403
o1& 708 943
80 136 2379 2520 1903 714 952 1427
S 1919 720 960
83 160 2419 2520 1935 726 968 1452
Lo ge
86184 2 460 2520 1968 738 984 1476
89 208 2500 2520 2000 750 1000 1500

* Amounts also apply to double orphans’ pensions and whole double child pensions.
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Flat-rate revaluation factors dependent on occurrence:
Occurrence of insured event in 2026

First IA entry* Enhancement First IA entry* Enhancement
factor factor

1982 1,035 2007 1,000
1983 1,025 2008 1,000
1984 1,016 2009 1,000
1985 1,007 2010 1,000
1986 1,000 2011 1,000

1992 1,000 2017 1,000
1993 1,000 2018 1,000
1994 1,000 2019 1,000
1995 1,000 2020 1,000
1996 1,000 2021 1,000

*The first individual account entry that can be considered as decisive for calcula-
ting the pension must not be earlier than in the calendar year when the person
turns 21.



Enquiries and further 'AI

information ﬁ‘(}’sv '

This leaflet merely provides an overview. Individual cases can only
be assessed conclusively on the basis of the relevant legislation. The
compensation offices and their branches will be pleased to answer
any enquiries. A list of all compensation offices can be found at
www.ahv-iv.ch.

In this leaflet, the terms below describing a person’s marital status also
have the following meanings:

e marriage: registered partnership
e divorce: legal dissolution of a registered partnership
e widowhood: death of a registered partner

Published by the OASI/DI Information Centre in cooperation with the
Federal Social Insurance Office (FSIO).

Edition published in November 2025. Reproduction, including in ext-
ract form, is only permitted with the written consent of the OASI/DI
Information Centre. This leaflet is available online at www.ahv-iv.ch.
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